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Project Overview
The Woodlands Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan will evaluate the 
current walking, running and bicycling network, assess gaps and needs, 
and explore the expansion of the existing network through project 
recommendations that may include:

• more interconnected pathways, 
• drainage/utility easement connections, and 
• potential bike lanes. 

This Plan will support integrated mobility options by providing non-
motorized solutions for getting around The Woodlands without 
contributing to overall vehicular congestion. 



Vision Statement

The Woodlands Township is a premier community that encourages 
walking and bicycling for all ages for everyday commuting to 

workplaces and schools, and for errands, fitness, and recreation.  
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan builds upon the 

interconnected pathway system as a foundation to support 
additional connections including trails and on-road bicycle facilities.  
This Plan promotes a healthy and active community, and provides 
safe and convenient options for getting around The Woodlands for 

generations to come.



Why Plan?

"When I was a boy, I was fascinated by the stars because I 
thought one day we might be able to get there.“ 

– George P. Mitchell

“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone 
planted a tree a long time ago.” 

– Warren Buffett



What is a “Master Plan” anyway?

• An evaluation of a community: where we want to 
be in the future and steps for how we can get 
there

• A tool for community leaders to guide and plan 
for future investments over time

• Community involvement is essential



Why is The Woodlands doing a Ped/Bike Master Plan?
• We have a great pathway system with a very active 

community of walkers, runners and bicyclists.
• There are opportunities to make the community even 

better – evaluating safety, connections to destinations, 
expansion of what is existing, etc.

• The Woodlands is a Bronze-Level “Bicycle Friendly 
Community” and we want to work to maintain this and 
potentially work towards a higher status



Who is leading this planning effort?
• The Woodlands Township
• Steering Committee
• Consultant Team



What goes into a Ped/Bike Master Plan?
• Public involvement
• Vision
• Goals and objectives
• Metrics
• Evaluation and understanding of existing conditions 
• Understanding gaps and opportunities
• Exploration of off-street and on-street recommendations
• Project recommendations: short- medium- and long-term
• Identification of policy and/or ordinance creation
• Identification of funding opportunities
• Buy-in and support from governing and implementation entities



How are recommendations made for this Plan?

• Recommendations will be based on:
• Input from the questionnaire/survey
• Input from the public meeting
• Evaluation of existing gaps, needs and 

opportunities
• Guidance from Steering Committee
• Guidance from Board of Directors
• Understanding feasibility of implementation



What might the Plan recommendations look like?
• Tiered in terms of timing for implementation:

• Short-range = within 5 years
• Medium-range = 6-10 years
• Long-range = 11+ years

• Types of recommendations:
• Pathways
• Shared Use Paths
• Bike Lanes



How will the Plan recommendations impact me?

• Preservation and enhancement of existing pathways/trails system
• The plan recommendations will be a direct reflection of what has been 

desired from the community
• Outcomes of the plan will hopefully offer a sense of accomplishment 

and pride for a consensus-built Plan effort



When will the Plan be finished?

August 2016



Q1: Who is the bike plan developed for?
• People who walk, run and/or bike
• All ages/abilities, especially children, families and elderly
• Plan will provide guidance for the Township to plan for and 

implement more ped/bike facilities



Q2: What other plans influenced the 
bike plan?

• South County Mobility Study (Montgomery County)
• Bike The Woodlands Coalition – research and interest
• Bicycle Friendly Community (application and community feedback)
• H-GAC Regional Ped/Bike Plan



Q3: What basic elements should be 
included in every bike plan?

• Public involvement
• Visioning
• Existing conditions/baseline data
• Recommendations (projects, programs, 

policies)
• Implementation (timing, funding)
• Metrics



Q4: Which design guide was followed?
• AASHTO
• NACTO
• MUTCD



Q5: How were proposed bike routes 
selected?

• Public input (questionnaire, steering committee, board, etc.) 
• Bicycle Compatibility Index
• Network evaluation



Q6: What is the most challenging aspect 
of developing a bike plan?

• No existing plan before
• Breadth of public involvement



Q7: What is unique about the bike plan?
• This plan is for a community that already has a decent ped/bike 

network – building upon a good foundation



Q8: What is the future outlook of 
implementation and funding of the bike 

plan?
• TBD



Q9: Have there been any lessons 
learned?

• Maximizing public input given scope
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